
Fellowship Baptist Church, August 21, 2016 P.M. 
Message: “A Call for Righteous Judgement”—John 7:24 
 
INTRODUCTION: This section begins with a question about Jesus’ source knowledge (v. 15).  
“Having never learned” means that Jesus was not the disciple of a rabbi. Jesus reminds them 
that His doctrine was Divine.  It came from God, the One who sent Him.  We are reminded over 
and over again in John’s gospel that Jesus was sent from God (John 5:23-24; 6:38-40). 

The theme of these verses is found in v. 24.  Do not make rash judgements.  Don’t judge 
by appearance.  Before you make a judgement, get all the facts. 
 
I.  Right judgements come from a desire to do right—v. 16-17. 
 A.  Jesus’ doctrine originated in God and eternity. 
  1.  Man’s knowledge changes with more information. 
  2.  Jesus words are eternal—Matt. 24:35; Ps 119:89 
 B.  A desire to do right leads to right knowledge—v. 17 
  1.  The promise of God, if you seek Him you will find Him 

       —Jer. 29:12-14; Ps. 145:18-19 
  2.  Walk in the light while you have it—John 12:35-36 
 
II.  Right judgements come from a desire to help others—v. 18. 
 A.  A desire for self-glory can color the truth. 
  1.  Having a personal agenda. 
  2.  Pride leads to self-advancement. 
 B.  Humility leads to truth.   

(Seeking to glorify others presents a purifying motive.) 
 C.  Jesus sought to glorify God—John 4:34; 17:4 
 
III.  Right judgements must be consistent judgements—v. 19-23 
 A.  They exhibited a double standard, they did not keep the law but expected other to  
  keep it—v. 19 
 B.  The contrast between the law of circumcision and the Sabbath—v. 21-23. 
  1.  The one work that Jesus did that was in question was healing on the Sabbath 

 (v. 21 compared with v. 23). 
  2.  The rite of circumcision was done 8 days after birth even on the Sabbath day. 
  3.  Jesus healed on the Sabbath and was accused of breaking the Sabbath. 
 C.  The same standard should apply to all. 
 
IV.  Right judgements are based on facts not appearance—v. 24 
 A.  Outward appearance can be misleading. 
 B.  Judgement is to be without respect of persons--Deut. 1:17 
 C.  Judgement is to be honest without bribery—Deut. 16:19 
 
CONCLUSION:  Our judgements should be based on facts not appearances.  We must be honest 
and consistent in our judgements.  Read John 7:23 again. 


